
Towards a Global Treaty on Plastic Pollution

The T reaty  shou ld  be negot iated in  t ime for  UNEA 6  in  2024 .

A  coord inated set  o f  act ions  and po l ic ies  that  w i l l  p revent  and reduce p last ic  po l lut ion ,  e l im inat ing i t  by  a  spec i f ic
date .
C lear  Nat iona l  Act ion  P lans  (NAPs )  that :

P r io r i t i se  upst ream act ions  (e .g .  e l im inat ion  of  SUPs ,  sw i tch ing to  reuse and re f i l l  models )  over  downst ream ones
(e .g .  recyc l ing ,  beach c leans ) .
A re  ta i lo red to  each count ry ’ s  spec i f ic  needs  and c i rcumstances ,  to  re f lect  the  rea l i t ies  on  the ground.
Encourage governments  to  put  the  po l luter  pays  pr inc ip le  into  leg is lat ion ,  in  o rder  to  promote the int roduct ion  of
po l ic ies  such as  Extended Producer  Respons ib i l i ty  (EPR)  and nat iona l  p last ic  reduct ion  targets .
Can be aggregated to  de l iver  on  the Global  T reaty ’s  overarch ing object ive  to  e l im inate  p last ic  leakage into  the
ocean by  a  spec i f ic  date .

Common moni tor ing and report ing requ i rements  at  nat iona l  and corporate  leve ls ,  to  ensure  that  Nat iona l  Act ion
P lans  are  implemented in  pract ice .

P revent  and reduce p last ic  po l lut ion  ‘by  promot ing a  c i rcu lar  economy and address ing the fu l l  l i fecyc le  of  p last ics ’ ,  in
order  ‘ to  ach ieve susta inable  product ion  and consumpt ion  of  p last ics ’ .
Inc lude s ign i f icant  reduct ion  of  microp last ics .
Increase knowledge through awareness-ra is ing and in format ion  exchange on best  pract ices  to  prevent  p last ic
po l lut ion  and promote behav ioura l  change.

Prevents  p last ic  po l lut ion  th rough upst ream e l im inat ion ,  the  expans ion  of  consumer  reuse ,  and new de l ivery  models .
Ensure  poorer  count r ies  can prov ide every  househo ld  w i th  access  to  ef fect ive  co l lect ion  and recyc l ing for  the  p last ic
that  remains ,  inc lud ing th rough the int roduct ion  of  Extended Producer  Respons ib i l i ty  reg imes ,  to  ensure  that  p last ic
producers  have to  cover  waste  management  costs .
De l iver  the  research needed to  fu l l y  understand the l ink  between p last ic  use  and human heal th  r i sks .
Mainst ream educat ion  on p last ic ,  to  equ ip  young people  w i th  the  knowledge,  exper ience and courage to  address
p last ic  po l lut ion  – in  the i r  schoo ls ,  the i r  communi ty  and the i r  future .

C o m m o n  S e a s '  P o s i t i o n  P a p e r
Common Seas  i s  in  s t rong and urgent  support  o f  a  legal ly-b ind ing Un i ted Nat ions  G lobal  T reaty  on  P last ic  Po l lut ion .  

A long wi th  over  750 organ isat ions  f rom more than 120 count r ies ,  Common Seas  i s  s ignatory  to  the  CIEL-coord inated Cal l
to  Act ion ,  wh ich  ca l l s  on  UN Member  States  to  negot iate  a  new legal ly-b ind ing Global  T reaty  on  p last ic  po l lut ion  as  a
matter  o f  u rgency ,  pub l i shed[ 1 ]  last  December .  

The Global  T reaty  must  ensure  ef fect ive  upst ream act ion  to  tack le  ocean p last ic  po l lut ion ,  th rough inc lud ing the
fo l lowing pr io r i t ies :

T i m i n g

1 .A  G lobal  T reaty  i s  u rgent ,  s ince p last ic  po l lut ion  i s  fo recast  to  quadrup le  w i th in  the  next  19  years :

L e g a l

2 .Governments  must  agree a  mandate at  UNEA 5 .2  to  negot iate  and adopt  an internat iona l  lega l ly-b ind ing g lobal  t reaty
on p last ics  po l lut ion .  No env i ronmenta l  i ssue of  magni tude has  ever  been proper ly  addressed wi thout  an internat iona l
legal ly-b ind ing t reaty ,  so  th i s  wou ld  be a  s ign i f icant  s tep forward .

3 .  The Global  T reaty  must  commit  Governments  to :

A p p r o a c h

4 .  The Global  T reaty  shou ld :

F i n a n c i a l  

5 .The Global  T reaty  shou ld  inc lude a f inanc ia l  mechan ism to  support  implementat ion .

6 .More  genera l l y ,  the  Global  T reaty  shou ld  encourage coord inated investment  approaches  that :

7 .Common Seas  a lso  th inks  i t  i s  important  fo r  the  Global  T reaty  to  promote a  just  t rans i t ion ,  by  ensur ing that  the  vo ices
of  count r ies  w i th  l im i ted resources  and those count r ies  most  at  r i sk  f rom the impacts  of  p last ic  po l lut ion  are  proper ly
represented dur ing the negot iat ion  of  the  Global  T reaty ,  and by  prov id ing them wi th  the  f inanc ia l  and other  support
they  w i l l  need to  implement  the  Global  T reaty .

W h a t  C o m m o n  S e a s  w i l l  d o :

8 .Common Seas  i s  committed to  ensur ing a  legal ly-b ind ing Global  T reaty ,  and a ims to  support  ten  count r ies  to  bu i ld  the
knowledge and ev idence requ i red to  agree act ions  and po l ic ies  that  w i l l  p revent  and reduce p last ic  po l lut ion ,  to
pos i t ion  them to  become exemplar  members  of  the  Global  T reaty .

9 .We propose P last ic  Drawdown[ 1 ]  as  one way to  support  count r ies  (part icu lar ly  those w i th  h igh  leakage,  h igh  ambit ion ,
but  l im i ted resources )  on  the star t  o f  the i r  journey  towards  be ing ab le  to  deve lop an NAP and moni tor  and report  on
the i r  p rogress .

10 .Common Seas  has  de l ivered P last ic  Drawdown in  the  Mald ives ,  Greece ,  Indones ia  and the UK ,  and has  supported 20
Commonwealth  count r ies  to  take act ion  against  p last ic  po l lut ion .  

C o m m o n  S e a s
F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 2  

[ 1 ]  At  www.p last icst reaty .o rg .
[2 ]  P last ic  Drawdown i s  Common Seas ’  rap id  assessment  too l  enabl ing count r ies  to  deve lop a  base l ine  and BAU assessment  of  the i r  p last ic  po l lut ion
prob lem,  and a l ign ing stakeho lders  around po l icy  pr io r i t ies  to  tack le  i t .

http://www.plasticstreaty.org/

